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’ “I\' can't believe 'it," sighs Seymour'
Hersh,” tormer New York Ttmes reporter:
and, Pulitzer Prize. winner, ‘as he ]uggles
one telephone inquiry " after. a.nother in his
Washington office. 'L thought I was. domg
-a good.deed. Now everybody: is after me..
~ "Edward Korry, ambassador.to Chile at
the' tirne=-of “Marxist! Salvador Allende’s.
election to the presidency in 1970, can't be-
“lieve-it either: A long free-lance article by
"Mr. Hersh has just appeared in the Times,:
headlined: "New 'Evidence Backs, Ex: Envoy”
on His "Role in Chile.”” It appears to bea
mea’ adpa by Mr. Hersh, who in‘1374 had
written several Times articles linking Mr.
Korry. to an, alleged coup to prevent Mr..
‘Allende trom ‘taking office.’ Mr.HHersh
viewsit as exonerating Mr Korry (' -
. 1The.story apparently arose ‘out_ of a'se-
nee "6k, conversations- in: which: Mr.- Hersh
was seeking Mr..-Korry’s help’ with & new
book taking a negative view of former Sec-
retary of. State: Henry: Klssmger. and Mr.:
Korry was trying to get a New York Times
story. setting out his view of the Chilean ep-
isode. Mr. ‘Hersh is bemg bombarded with
questions about his motives for the story.
Mr. Korry feels he got only. minimal sans-
faction out of his end of things. e n v 7
~ . #'Ldidn’t need Hersh to tell the: world 1
was mnocent." he fairly shouts to-an inter-
viewer seeking his reaction to:the article.
“That’s old news. The Church cormmittee-
'made'it clear five ‘years ‘ago. I. wanted’
Hersh to tell What really’ happened down
there. It wasn't the CIA that got Allende—
it. was. 500% ‘inflation and ‘Soviet, douhle-
dealxng and the Allende govemment s own.|
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oormptlon But Hersh doesn't want to hear".
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Lis 1_What the article was intended to accom-

: plish=is. a; llrtle xnurky. ) (3 ‘began-on-the -
tront' page “and * continued inside, * filling -

-% -much of six colum.ns ‘*Evidence has come - :

i(’) light,"” Mr. Hersh ‘announced in the sec-
ﬁond paragraph “suggestmg “that *Korry,
." despite his strong opposltlon to the Allende
i candidacy,;was frozen out of the planning
for a proposed military coup and warned :
. the White House._that: it would be risking -
~ another ‘Bay of Pigs’ if it got involved in
" military* plots to stop Dr.. Allende’s elec- :
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e .~‘l'he anlcle goes on to note Mr. Korry's-
partlcular bitterness- toward - The New

York Times,” but then things begin to get.

a little fuzzy. The much-touted.''new:evi--

1 ‘dence’ never quite seems to surface, de-,

RN

‘November he was contacted by Mr. Hersh

.changed his mind about the latter's role in
_Chile. “I can't undo what went before,”
*Mr.: Korry recalls Mr. Hersh as saying,
‘“but I can make it clear that you did not-

* -money . than. anybody rea.lxzes,

.. spite I relerenoee to. clmlﬂed documents.’

~

* unnamed CIA sources and mtemews with
“‘White: House officials.” And in any case,
.the ‘central’ fact of the case—that Mr.
“Korry knew rothing about a coup—wasn't
exactly new. The Senate Select Committee
“on lntellxgence—the so-called Church com-
mxttee—had concluded as much years ear-
he; ina publlc report on the Chlle affair.

23 Mr."Hersh also asserts that his new ma-
tenals “raise new questions about the ex-
tent'ot CIA operations in Chile-in 1970 and
the efﬁcacy of’’ later congrsslonal investi-
gatlons ‘of. t.hat a.tfair_ (Again; however,
+hard facts seem ‘scarce, except for the ap-
parently new-—and brief— revelatmn that

two CIA agents had entered Chile and were
"posinv as, respectively .2 Mafioso and a

foundatxon ofﬁclal Hardly the stuff ofﬂ
ooo-word articles ln the Tlms T
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~ % So the queﬁtxons remaln Why did ‘Vlr
Hersh wnte the story, and why did the
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‘counts events from his perspective. In mid-

seelcmv help on his book about Mr. Kissin-
ger. Mr. Hersh told Mr. Korry that he had

‘know”' of the coup plotting. How he could
;_make;it clear wasn’t stated,. though Mr.
'Hersh, who accepts Mr. Korry's version up
to-this point, denies that he was offennv
any sort of quid pro quo. - o :
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» That.. wouldnt be-: ethxcal and 1
;wouldn’t do it,” says Mr.-Hersh. Besu:les,
he ~adds, Mr. Korry's ‘help“on- his book
‘wasn’t that vital. "l already had stuif he
‘didn’t ‘even know about—a ‘CIA agent pis-
'tol-whlppmg a. ‘Chilean general more
Matloso,

blaclr-marketmg

.."..t-

[ at it ‘was he,
not Mr.. Hersh, ‘who actually suggested
callm° ethe Tlmes Mr. Hersh says he
‘talked with AM. Rosenthal, the executive
-editor,-who commissioned.a story. ‘He felt
(that if we had screwed Korry on page one;
iwe should- correct it on page one,” recalls
*Mr: Hersh.-(Mr; Rosenthal also-adds that

he had 0o knowledge of any “deal" * between
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. ternational relations at Connecticut College
* but has spent much of the last decade in
¢ embittered- semi-retirement—angry at the

i

© what he feels was Nixon administration dus

. and claims Mr. Korry. was oyer-susplcwus

“Until Hersh decided he needed help on
book, 1 was in permanent puroatory," hl»
ey SRS S P E L *’4"
“Mr. Hersh wrotehxs article and submlt-
ted it to the Times in December. Between
then and Feb. 9 when it ran—held up, \Ir
" Hersh says, for rewrttmg and the Iran hos?
~tage story—Mr. .Korry:says Mr. Hersh.
* called: him numercus times. seeking' more
“information for his book.*He wa.s suckmg
it out of me,” Mr. Korry ‘claims.- Not SO.x
says Mr. Hersh, who repeats that he didn’t
really need information. from Mr. Korry

about the delay on the story; -
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-Mr. Korry now teachesa course in in~

press for their treatment of him, furious at

plicity in going behind his back in Chile:
Most of all he resents what he believes is a
deliberate effort, starting with the Church
committee angd continuing with Mr. Hersh,

to distort what actually happened in Chile.:
Mr. Hersh’s long *“‘correction™ will only.
serve to cover up the real truth, he feels. |

Mr. Hersh seems surpnsed tha.t any‘
body would question- his.,intentions. His
_Times article was motwated by access to
new information and a ‘desire to ‘right a
wrong, he-says. ‘Ed: Korry can't believe
that some things happen just because they
happen,”” says the hard-bitten investigative
‘reporter,. who- calls- himself ‘a -*'skeptic’
when it comes to the mouves of others.m-»,

- Only one thing is really clear. Itis news
ht to print-that Seymour Bersh now be-~
lieves what. even -the. Church. commxttee
conceded years ago.about Mr ‘Korry.
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